September 11, 2011

RE:	Parent Update Letter

Dear Parents/Guardians,

After each grading period I will post a note on this page letting you know what is happening in the press room. I am getting to know the students, and hope they are patient as I attempt to learn their names. This year we have two yearbook staffs with a total of 54 students on staff. Our newspaper staff of 17 will be in charge of updating our Paw Print Online (http://cedarvalleynewspaper.org/) each week, creating two printed editions of the paper and two print editions of the Valley View, our magazine. 

Very soon we will begin producing the Jag News twice weekly. I am looking for students who articulate well and can speak with ease to a camera. Students should send me an e-mail if they are interested in being an anchor for the Jag News. They MUST have ADVISORY or OFFICE AIDE 6th period. 

The journalism staffs are learning beginning typing and interviewing skills, studying AP Style, mastering photo composition, able to navigate through our J web site and beginning to feel comfortable with our SLR cameras and their care. 

The students’ progress report cards will go out this week, and reflect participation grades and two tests-one covering AP Style and the other on photo composition.

The students are using our wiki to find the beats they want to cover and are selecting sports and extracurricular events they want to shoot. I received a plethora of e-mails over the weekend and am updating the students’ requests tonight. Students please TELL your parents what beats you have signed up for and when you are a POD. Here is the link to our POD wiki - http://schoolsinsession.com/html/photographers_on_duty.html. Please check it often. This coming week the students will receive job applications for positions on staff.

The acronyms we use in this class include:
· the baby - Canon Rebels (can’t leave them on the bus and must never leave them alone at home)
· POD - Photographer on Duty
· sense-Lang - our online typing program
· reporters’ notebooks - the tablets we use to take notes during interviews
· press passes - must be worn when taking photos at school or events
· hit the halls - when a few staffers are allowed to go out into the classrooms during their J period and take storytelling photos
· photo of the week - one photo each week is selected by the teacher to promote our photo journalists.

By the end of the first six weeks we will have covered the parts of the yearbook/magazine cover/newspaper, writing a great lead, a brief, beginning Photoshop and how to edit dark photos. Please note the Agenda each week. If your student is absent I have a link to archived agendas so students can quickly catch up. If you notice -0-s or missing grades, your student needs to turn in work or take an online test. 

The news staff has their first article due soon and the yearbook staff may work after school this week (Tuesday and Wednesday until 4:15) and next week creating our ladder.

Questions? You may contact me via E-mail or by phone (school - 428.2385 or cell 632.8390).

Sincerely,

Mrs. Dowd
nikki_dowd@roundrockisd.org
