END OF FIRST 6 WEEKS REPORTING PERIOD 

PARENT UPDATE LETTER

October 3, 2011

Dear Parents/Guardians,

We ended the first 6 weeks with a gallery walk of our wash-away Photoshop prints. The students are beginning to understand the importance of taking storytelling photos rather than snapping pictures of their friends. They learned to batch name their photos using Adobe Bridge. Special thanks this 6 weeks to Mr. Ron Meredith, UT sports photographer during the Earl Campbell/Darrell Royal days and a grandfather of one of our yearbook students. He emphasized the importance of knowing the game and being in a position to take shots when the plays and/or points will occur. Seconds count!

The yearbook editors are working on our ladder--managing editors and editor in chiefs--and diligently making sure our chronological book covers events month by month.

The news staff began blogging with managing editor, Joey, at the helm. The students learned beginning interviewing skills and wrote briefs about our new Jags/teachers. You may view our online paper at  www.cedarvalleynewspaper.org.

We began the Jag News a couple of weeks ago and film it once weekly. Advisory teachers are asked to show the news once a week. Our anchors are Noah, Alan, Haley and Taryn. They work extra hours after school to get the news to our student body.

Students are signed up to be a POD and use our wiki to view their next photo or reporting assignment . Students please TELL your parents what beats you have signed up for and when you are a POD. This is the POD wiki link  - http://schoolsinsession.com/html/photographers_on_duty.html. Please check it often. 
Our photos of the week for this 6 weeks may be found online on this site and printed pictures are on display in the window across from the main office.

What’s coming next? Design using InDesign, King Pica and his kingdom, typography with a culminating activity (the Font Fight on Halloween),captions that tell more than the obvious, creative reporting and an Andy Warhol project will be covered the second 6 weeks. All tests are online and projects are completed in class. Articles may be written at home and emailed to me or the student may e-mail their work to themselves and collect their mail during my class.

Check out the students who are serving as editors by clicking on the BEATS link. Questions? You may contact me via E-mail or by phone (school - 428.2385 or cell 632.8390).
And the best news of all--fall has arrived!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Dowd
nikki_dowd@roundrockisd.org
