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ave you ever wanted to clip an image out of its background and place it
on a layout? Before computers, skilled technicians would use an Exacto
knife. However, with PhotoShop, it is very easy to create COBs (Cut Out
Backgrounds). Here we’ll create a clipping path with PhotoShop and

import the graphic into PageMaker. Remember to change the tone, mode, resolu-
tion and size as with any PhotoShop image.

1. Make a selection: Open the photo that you want to clip. Use the magic wand
tool to select your object or draw around it using the lasso, polygon lasso or
magnetic lasso tool. (Hold down the lasso tool to select polygon or magnetic).
The magnetic tool makes the job really easy because it is useful for quickly
selecting objects with complex edges set against high contrast backgrounds.

If you use the polygon lasso tool, draw around the object, clicking to set anchor
points. The Work Path (dotted lines around image) will appear as you begin to
select the image.

2. Feathering (Optional): For a softer edge you can type a low number in the
Feathering box of the Polygon Lasso Tool dialog box (double click on the lasso
tool to show the dialog box). Anti-alliasing makes a subtle transition between
the edges of a selection and surrounding pixels. This will help prevent jaggies
on the edge of your image. It partially fills edge pixels so they are
semitransparent.

3. Complete the Polygon: (If using any of the polygon tools) when you have
finished the drawing, make sure that you position the pointer back on the first
anchor point. Clicking on that point will create a closed path.  You may also hit
the enter key to close the Work Path. Everything inside the path will be selected.

3. Make a Clipping Path:
While your selection is highlighted, choose Window>Show Paths. The Clipping
Path pallet appears.
• Click the triangle in the top right of the Paths pallet.
• Choose Make Work Path.
• Then choose Save Path.
• Then Choose Clipping Path. (It’s OK to leave the Flatness value empty.)

4.  Click OK. The Work Path name now appears in outline type
(Mac) or bold type (PC). This indicates the path is ready to save

or export to a new file.

5.  Save the File: Use Photoshop EPS or TIFF
format (choose File>Save A Copy). EPS works

well for artwork, TIFF seems to be better for
halftones and 4-Color images.

6.  Place the EPS OR TIFF photo into PageMaker.
(In Windows, a placed EPS image may not look right

but it should print correctly.)

Cut Out Backgrounds are created
with Clipping Paths.

Select the image by drawing around
it with the Polygon tools.

The Magnetic Lasso tool makes
outlining the image easy. Magic
Wand, Lasso or Polygon tools may
also be used.

Three quick steps in the Paths Pallet
convert your selection to a Clipping
Path. Only that portion of the photo
will be transferred during Save – for
use in PageMaker.

Cut out backgrounds look great
clipping paths made simple



Often times in magazines there may be a photograph with
type overprinted on a lighter area of the photograph. This
treatment draws the reader’s eye to the copy. The same

ghosting technique can be used to emphasize a part of the photo-
graph by making parts of the photo dark and parts lighter. Ghosting
part of your image takes only a few moments with these simple tips.

Ghost Mortices
1. Select the Photo: Open the image in Photoshop. To lighten an

area of the photo for overprinting type, use one of the geometric
selection tools (rectangle or oval). Draw the desired shape onto the
area of the photo to be ghosted. The marquee will define the area
to be ghosted.

2. Edit the Photograph: Choose Edit>Fill. In the Fill dialog box, type
in the percentage of Opacity needed. With the Normal Mode
selected, the lower the number, the less the ghosting will be. Start
with ghosting levels of about thirty percent. Experiment with other
modes such as Overlay.

3. Add type in PageMaker: Once you place the photo into
PageMaker, you can set text over the ghosted area.  (DO NOT type
text in PhotoShop as it may appear fuzzy when printed.) Type will
be more readable because it is on a lighter background, which
gives more contrast and distinction to the letters.

Ghosting all but one area
1. Open and adjust photograph: To highlight one person or subject

in a crowd or to emphasize one area of the photograph, again
open the original picture in PhotoShop. Change the resolution to
300 DPI, crop for the size of layout and change the mode to black
and white. Also change the highlight and shadow areas as with
any photograph.

2. Select the area you want to highlight, using the Lasso or Magic
Wand tool. Then choose Select>Inverse. This will select everything
in the photo except what you just outlined.

3. Change the Opacity for ghosted affect. Go to Edit>Fill. Type in the
opacity percentage and mode you wish. Click OK. Start with 30 to
50 percent opacity.

The photo will be ghosted everywhere except for your selection

First, open your image in Photoshop,
convert to grayscale, crop, and adjust
for best reproduction.
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Using the Lasso tool select the area
to be highlighted.  Choose Inverse to
select the opposite part of the
picture. Then choose Edit>Fill to
ghost the photo.

After selecting part of the photo to
ghost, choose Edit>Fill. The fill dialog
selects the Opacity % and mode.

I ♥ Face
Painting
During the
homecoming
celebrations
art classes
volunteered to
decorate
elementary
students.

Use the marquee tools to select part
of the photograph for ghosting. Do
not add type in Photoshop, which
may be fuzzy.  Type in PageMaker.

Ghosting adds more than it takes
it’s easy to emphasize part of pics


